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TOWN OF COUPEVILLE
Design Review Board Meeting

Rec Hall
Tuesday, August 28, 2007

9:00 a.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Chairperson Larry Cort, Boardmembers: Carol Thrailkill, Millie Fonda, Chuck Poust, Jill Usher,
Randy Williams.

STAFF PRESENT: 

Town Planner Larry Kwarsick, Clerk-Treasurer Judy Thomas, Recording Secretary Nanc Garner.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Cort at 9:00 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the July 17, 2007 meeting were approved as presented with one correction to
change reference made to Chairperson Poust to read Boardmember Poust.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Chairperson Cort suggested that the Design Review Board schedule a workshop for the next
meeting in order to review and work through the content of the draft Design Standards and
Guidelines based on the NPS Historic Preservation Plan.  It was decided that the 1 hour workshop
will take place after adjournment of the next regular DRB meeting on September 18th.

NEW BUSINESS

DRB 07-12 – Living Hope Foursquare Church – Request approval of alternative exterior
paint at 105 NW Broadway

Mr. Kwarsick explained that an application was received on July 31, 2007 requesting design review
approval of the existing body and trim colors as an alternative to those approved under DRB 03-16.
In addition to the applicant opting to reverse the colors when painting the structure, the approved
landscaping plan had not been completed as required. Today’s meeting was to reconcile the
inconsistencies and bring closure to what DRB previously approved.

Boardmember Fonda stated that she likes the existing colors that were used and thought it blended
in well with the surroundings.  Mr. Kwarsick noted too, that the property surrounding the church
property has now been conveyed to the Town as open space and that there would no adjacent future
development close by.

Mr. Garrett explained that he has addressed the landscaping conditions to DRB 03-16, planted
native plant hedgerow/buffer, installed irrigation for plants and is in the process of planting fir trees
this week.

Board Action:  A motion was made by Boardmember Thrailkill, second by Boardmember Fonda,
to approve DRB 07-12 – Living Hope Foursquare Church – to use alternative exterior paint at 105
NW Broadway based on the following findings:
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1. Applicant completed an application on July 31, 2007 to modify the previously approved
paint colors for the Youth Activities Center Building to match those actually used by
the applicant.  The church building was also painted consistent with the Youth
Activities Center;

2. This proposal is located outside the Historic Restoration Overlay District, within the
RM – 9,600 zoning district, and within the Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve.

3. Being outside the Historic Restoration Overlay zone and not adjacent to a designated
historic site or structure, the pre-existing church was not the subject of the DRB
approval and the painting was exempt from review pursuant to CTC
16.12.080(A)(3)(a;)

4. In accordance with Section 16.12.080(A)(4)(e) of the Coupeville Town Code, the DRB
considered the original proposal for new construction of the Youth Activities Center at
a public hearing on December 16, 2003 at the regular meeting of the Board;

5. The original Review Board decision to approve, approve with conditions or deny the
original application was based on consistency with the Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties and the Community Design
Standards;

6. After review of the proposed application, the Design Review Board finds that given the
exemptions provided for in the Community Design Standards and given the open space
backdrop of the project, application is acceptable provided that all remaining conditions
of the previous approval are completed in a timely manner.

Motion passed 5-0

SGN 07-20 and DRB 07-14 – Virgil and Misty Blanton – New trim paint/New sign for the
Touch of Dutch at 11 NW Front Street.

Mr. Kwarsick explained that Ms. Blanton proposes to install two signs for a new business at 11 NW
Front Street as well as paint the building trim, window shutters and add a painted flower box.  Mr.
Kwarsick explained that the signs and color trim are consistent with the community design
standards and recommended approval.  He could not, however, support the proposed window box.
He felt it would protrude into the public right of way and impede foot traffic.

Boardmember Fonda asked to see a color sample of the trim paint and it was passed around for the
board to review.  Boardmember Poust also commented that the new signs would be slightly larger
than the sign already in use on the building.

Misty Blanton agreed with Mr. Kwarsick’s concern regarding the flowerbox design and would not
add one.

Chairperson Cort commented that he was concerned about the shutter size on the window making
the building look ‘too busy’ and asked if Ms. Blanton would make folding louvers to match the
shutter to fold in half.

Board Action:   A motion was made by Boardmember Poust, second by Boardmember Usher, to
approve the new trim paint and new signs for the Touch of Dutch at 11 NW Front Street, based on
the following conditions:



Design Review Board Minutes August 28, 2007

Page 3 of 4

1. All exterior lighting used illuminate signs, shall be designed to reduce glare impacts to
adjacent properties and public rights-of-way, to use energy efficiently, and to reduce
nighttime “light pollution”.

2. All exterior lighting proposed to illuminate signs, shall be pointed downward and
shielded from direct observation from the air, adjacent properties, and public rights-of-
way.

3. Any sign light fixture intended shall be “full cutoff” fixtures as defined by the
Illuminating Engineering Society of North America.

4. Any additional incidental signage (per the following definition) must be approved prior
to installation.

“Incidental sign” means a permanent sign meeting a definition of an “on-premises”
sign, non-electrical and non-illuminated of a noncommercial nature, which is
permanently affixed on a plane parallel to the wall, on walls or windows located
entirely on private property (address, hours of operation, historic register, directions,
help wanted, public telephone, restores, etc.).  Such signs are not included in the
number of primary signs so long as the individual incidental signs do not exceed
two square feet in surface area.

5. The applicant must have approved occupancy permit.

6. The applicant must return a signed copy of the approval letter acknowledging and
accepting the conditions of approval.

In addition, the applicant will meet with Mr. Kwarsick to determine the appropriate shutter
size and louver design based on the boards comments.

Motion passed 5-0

Boardmember Usher excused herself from the meeting at 9:20 a.m.

Informal Discussion - DRB 07-15 – Coupeville EMS Facility – 105 North Main Street –
Modification of previously approved Phase II

Mr. Kwarsick explained to the board that Whidbey General Hospital District is seeking approval for
the second phase of DRB-03-17.  He had been approached by representatives from Whidbey
General Hospital regarding the design for the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Facility addition
to the existing Central Whidbey Island Fire and Rescue building.  He invited the project manager
and architectural consultants for the project to discuss conceptual plans for the EMS facility and
make a presentation to the board.

Project Manager, Peg Nicolaas, Architect Robert Lober and Ingrid Krueger explained that they were
in the early level of schematic design and their goal was to design a structure to increase awareness
and feasibility of the building as well as solicit comments from the board about the concept for the
project.  This was a fact finding meeting and they would take the feedback from today, make
changes and come back with a proposal to the board at a later date.  Ms. Krueger presented the
floorplan which included interior/exterior elevations, textures and colors and environmental features
such as a green roof, water recycling and rain garden.  The proposed building was designed with a
different look from the existing Fire Department since they are two separate entities.  The addition
would house sleeping quarters, weight room, hygiene facilities and meeting room.
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Mr. Kwarsick asked if the line of dense trees along the hospital property would be retained and was
told that as many trees as possible will be saved.

The project team asked if the board could support signage as shown on the attachments and it was
decided to have a meeting later to discuss this issue.

There was much discussion from the board about the project including the following comments:
traffic flow and its impact to Main Street, impact of the design and how it relates to the historic
structures of the town, exterior wall composition, continuity between existing structure making the
distinction of the proposed structure be closer in design than separate in building style, visual
clutter, and the building sloping roof lines.  The board suggested that the project team review a copy
of the Comprehensive Design Standards and Guidelines in order to help them get a better
understanding of what would be acceptable.

The architects thanked the board for their input and reactions to their plan saying they would do
their homework, review their approach to the project based on the boards comments and towns
design standards and guidelines for a future presentation.  They asked Mr. Kwarsick what the next
steps were in the proposal process and told to prepare and submit a formal application and after that,
a public hearing will be scheduled.

ADJOURNMENT:  10:00 a.m.

Submitted by:

                                                                                     
Nanc Garner, Recording Secretary


