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TOWN OF COUPEVILLE
Design Review Board Meeting
Island County Hearing Room
Tuesday, September 18, 2007

9:00 a.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Chairperson Larry Cort, Boardmembers: Carol Thrailkill, Millie Fonda, Chuck Poust,

Absent:  Jill Usher, Randy Williams.

STAFF PRESENT: 

Town Planner Larry Kwarsick, Recording Secretary Nanc Garner.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Cort at 9:03 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the August 28th  meeting were approved as presented with one correction to
change reference made in  DRB 07-12 from Mr. Garrett to read Mr. Arnold.

NEW BUSINESS

DRB 07-13 – Meyer Properties – 1 NE 4th Street – Reconstruction of enclosed porch (adding a
minimum of 45 square feet of interior space), construction of an accessible entry ramp,
parking area with grass pavers and landscaping.

Mr. Kwarsick explained that Frank Meyer has submitted a series of applications for commercial use
of this site.  This has included renovation, site improvement, and signage and painting.  Mr.
Kwarsick met with Mr. Meyer a number of times to discuss the project to discuss options to
promote low impact development, provide grassy type pavers in parking stalls to reduce visual
impact, ribbon driveway, greener landscape area and a buffer of the adjoining project.  Mr. Meyer is
seeking approval to reconstruct and enlarge the existing noncontributing enclosed porch on the east
side of the Williams house at 1 NE 4th Street, construct a parking facility on property, provide
barrier free access to property, landscaping and lighting.

Chairperson Cort asked the board to refer to the attachments of a site plan, exterior/interior plans
and photos of handicap ramp, grassy pavers and new entry door location for a better understanding
of the proposal.

Chairperson Cort asked if facing strips could be added to the structure to disguise it as making the
house look closer to the grounds as well as use landscaping to hide the exposed concrete foundation
and Mr. Meyer agreed to do this.

Chairperson Cort asked about details of the ramp and railings and Frank responded that it would
look like the Gillespie House (photo was presented) and that it will match the railing on the existing
porch.

Board Action:  A motion was made by Boardmember Thrailkill, second by Boardmember Poust to
approve DRB 07-13 based on the following findings and conclusions 1 through 5 and conditions 1
through 8 and adding an additional recommendation to add green pavers for parking stalls and
approve the design of wrap around porch, railing and ramp:
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Findings:

1. The applicants submitted a complete application and review fee on August
12, 2007 in support of a request to:

a. The applicant proposes to reconstruct and enlarge the existing
noncontributing enclosed porch on the east side of Williams house at
1 NE 4th Street.  The current porch dimensions are 5’ x 15’.  The
enlarged porch would be at last 8’ by 15’, adding at a minimum 45
square feet of usable interior space.  The existing door to the porch
would be replace with a new door as part of the revised barrier free
access plan.

b. A small parking lot with landscaping and lighting.

2. The house is a designated Town of Coupeville Class 2 Historic Site and is
listed as a contributing structure within the Ebey’s Landing National
Historical Reserve;

3. The proposed porch modifications as well as the new barrier free entry are
consistent with the Town’s guidelines for residential modifications, with the
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Structures, and
the American Disabilities Act.

4. Generally retail and professional office parking lot standards are similar.  Use
of a retail parking standard for the project reduces the onsite parking
requirements by 20% and minimizes site disturbances and visual impacts.

5. The project implements low impact development techniques; provides for the
adaptive reuse and preservation of a historic structure, and minimizes
disturbances to the site and the structure.

Conditions:

1. All parking areas shall contain curb stops and be appropriately delineated.

2. A graveled pedestrian path consistent with Town standards shall be extended
along the properties NE 4th Street property line and connect to the sidewalk
along North Main Street.

3. All landscaping shall be installed prior to the issuance of an occupancy
permit.  Temporary landscaping must be installed along the west margin of
the parking lot.  The landscaping may be in movable containers to allow for
future relocations within subsequent development of the property.

4. All work and materials to conform to the Secretary of Interior Standards for
Historic structure modifications.

5. All work authorized under this approval and prior approvals, to include
painting, shall be completed within 9 months of the date of this approval.

6. The access, driveway, parking areas, and drainage system must all be
constructed consistent with the terms and conditions required by the Town
Public Works Director and implement the Town’s low impact development
goals.
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7. Signage is to be installed per the approved signage plan.

8. All exterior lighting, shall be pointed downward from direct observation from
the air, adjacent properties, and public rights-of-way.  Any light fixture
intended shall be “full cutoff” fixtures by the Illuminating Engineering
Society of North America.

Motion was passed unanimously 4-0.

SGN 07-21 and DRB 07-16 – Joe Scott (Jim and Charlotte Fairfield) 901 NW Grace Street –
Relocate sign for the Oystercatcher restaurant and modify windows and doors for restaurant
expansion.

Mr. Kwarsick explained that the applicant proposes to relocate the flush-mounted sign from the
west elevation left of the front window to the south elevation at 901 NW Grace Street and to make
exterior door and window changes in association with the expansion of the restaurant.

Mr. Kwarsick also explained that there are proposed changes to the entry way on the south and west
side of the structure, changing out the windows in order for people to have views while having
dinner and there will be future changes for the windows on the south side.  These changes will help
improve this structure in relationship to the historic area.

Joe Scott addressed the board and distributed an example of the light fixture to be used.  Mr. Scott
has received bids for windows and door modifications to match the current windows and casement
windows on west elevation, which will improve continuity.  In addition, there will be a French door
added between the windows on the west side which will be similar in style and color to the existing
exterior door on the north elevation.

Board Action:  A motion was made by Boardmember Thrailkill, second by Boardmember  Poust to
approve SGN 07-21 for exterior sign relocation request as presented.

Motion passed 4-0.

Board Action:  A motion was made by Boardmember Poust, second by Boardmember Fonda  to
approve DRB 07-16 for window and door modification for restaurant expansion as presented and
based on the following findings and conditions:

Findings:

1. Applicant submitted a complete DRB application and review fee on August 28,
2007 in support of a request to relocate the business sign and to change the
windows and doors at 901 NW Grace Street;

2. Exterior changes are reviewable inside the Historic Restoration Overlay District
by the Design Review Board;

3. While the proposed window and door modifications are improvements additional
window modification would provide greater continuity in the building design an
and greater conformity with the Town’s guidelines and with the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Structures.

4. As proposed relocated primary signage, the flush-mounted signs must be
reviewed by the Design Review Board at a public meeting; and

5. The sign relocation is consistent with primary sign standards relating to size,
placement, color, materials, lighting and design contained at CTC 16. 28.040(A).
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Conditions:

1. The new windows to be installed should either match in color the existing
painted wood framed windows or use a dark, thin framed aluminum or vinyl unit.

2. The applicant should consider the replacement of the windows in the south
elevation so that all of window frames could be consistent in color and of a
consistent type which would be the best for the aesthetical effects of the building.
In the event that the applicant chooses to proceed with the additional window
replacement, they are so authorized (subject to obtaining a building permit)
provided such conforms to the conditions of DRB approval.

3. All exterior lighting used to illuminate signs, shall be designed to reduce glare
impacts to adjacent properties and public rights-of-way, to use energy efficiently,
and to reduce nighttime “light pollution”.

4. All exterior lighting proposed to illuminate signs, shall be pointed downward and
shielded from direct observation from the air, adjacent properties, and public
rights-of way.

5. Any sign light fixture intended shall be “full cutoff” fixtures as defined by the
Illuminating Engineering Society of North America.

6. Any additional incidental signage (per the following definition) must be
approved prior to installation.

“Incidental sign” means a permanent sign meeting definition of an “on-premises”
sign, nonelectrical and nonilluminated of a noncommercial nature, which is
permanently affixed on a plane parallel to the wall, on walls or windows located
entirely on private property (address, hours of operations, historic register,
directions, help wanted, public telephone, restores, etc.)  Such sign are not
included in the number of primary signs so long as the individual incidental signs
do not exceed two square feet in surface area.

7. The applicant must have an approved occupancy permit.

  8. The applicant must return a signed copy of the approval letter acknowledging
and accepting the conditions of approval.

Motion  passed 4-0.

Announcement

Chairperson Cort announced that the board would reconvene in 10 minutes to begin the workshop
to discuss the proposed Design Standards and Guidelines.  He also announced that the next Design
Review Board meeting in October will be his last and that he will be leaving Whidbey Island.

ADJOURNMENT:  9:45 a.m.
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WORKSHOP –

The workshop was convened at 9:55 a.m. for board discussion and public comment of the proposed
Design Standards and Guidelines

Board discussion and comment for Design Standards and Guidelines

Copies of the proposed Design Standards and Guidelines were sent out previously and
Boardmember Usher, who was unable to attend, submitted her comments prior to the workshop.
The purpose of the workshop was for an initial, informal review and comment of the proposed
document by the Design Review Board.

Chairperson Cort referred to Mayor Conard’s cover memo of September 10, 2007 which gave a
history of  how document was developed and the process to date.  He then gave a brief overview of
the contents of the document and explained that it augments standards already in place and sets
standards for any new construction that would be subject to these guidelines.

Chairperson Cort then asked the board for their comment.

The informal input provided by the board is as follows:

Page 19 Type I Projects – should be noted as page 33 and not page 36

Page 24 Tax advantages – next to none

Page 28 Aluminum siding – state comment differently to ensure that the use of
inexpensive siding is not supported as a building material

Page 33-34 Paint – people are wanting more direction from the board with regards to
directives on paint color choices and availability,  paint chips from several
approved companies, trim color, etc. and should be able to set the tone by the
style of house.  Suggest review of Port Townsend painting standards as a
reference source and good example to compare to.

Page 34 Paint – description should be consistent with what is referenced in Appendix C.

Signage Need a letter standard and recommends reviewing Port Townsend’s
standards for lettering.  Also would support that the Design Review Board
does not need to go through the review process.

Page 46 Referring to Goals of Historic Preservation and maintaining spaces between
buildings and maintaining empty lots.

Public comment for Design Standards and Guidelines

John Kohlman, 603 NW Krueger – was glad to see the document but was concerned that the
document might be supplanting for Krueger Farms II and become the new town code; Type II new
construction is to be reviewed by DRB but on page 23 it states that project will be reviewed by town
staff; the design review fees should be fair between the tax payer and the builders; fees should not
have a negative impact on people who are building in town; fees should be set and that any
additional fees that are out of pocket for the town should be picked up by the developer.
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Joe Welch, 802 Krueger (Peaceful Valley) – Page 47 - #5. He disagrees with planting heavy
vegetation and trees along the chain link fence enclosing a detention pond; enjoys watching the
birds and feels that the pond should not be hidden by adding trees and bushes which could make it
an attractive nuisance; Also, would the bushes and trees be located inside or outside of the fence
and who will pay for the added landscaping?

Chairperson Cort proposed that there be another workshop to continue with discussion and
comment by the Board after its next meeting in October.  He encouraged the Board to continue to
review the proposed document and be prepared to offer more feedback.

The workshop ended approximately 10:30 a.m.

Submitted by:

Nanc Garner

Recording Secretary


