
TOWN OF COUPEVILLE
Design Review Board Meeting
Island County Hearing Room
Tuesday, November 20, 2007

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairperson Fonda, Boardmembers:  Carol Thrailkill, Jill Usher, Randy Williams, Chuck Poust, Stig
Carlson, Lynda Richards

STAFF PRESENT:
Town Planner Larry Kwarsick, Recording Secretary Nanc Garner

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Fonda at 9:05 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes from the October 16th meeting were approved as presented.

NEW BUSINESS

DRB 07-07 - Meyers and DRB 07-19 - Tack - Relocation of Libbey Accessory Structure from 308
North Main Street to 710 North Main Street

Mr. Kwarsick reported the continuation of a project that started back in April.  Frank Meyer originally
submitted an application to demolish the contributing accessory structure to the Joseph Libbey House
but simultaneously has pursued the relocation of the structure to a suitable site in Coupeville.  Although
the building is historic, it was moved onto the current site in the 1900’s and it is not part of the original
Libbey housing structures. The preferred solution to demolition would be to restore or rehab a historic
structure but the second option was relocation.  The town received an application from the Tack family
who are interested in saving the structure and have been able to secure a favorable bid for relocation to
their property located at 710 North Main Street. Mr. Kwarsick recommended approval of the Meyer and
Tack application as stated in the staff report and both applicants were available to answer questions from
the board.

Chairperson Fonda was not clear as to why the structure needed to be moved. Frank Meyer responded
that the building is not structurally sound and that more efficient use of the space would be as a parking
area for commercial use.

Chairperson Fonda commented she was not in favor of the project as it was not a hardship to move a
class II structure and it further destroys the history of the property creating a false sense of history.
Chairperson Fonda felt that the only reason the building is being moved is to provide additional parking
for Frank Meyer’s business.  Mr. Meyer responded that the town may want to extend 4th  Street in the
future.  The only available use for parking is behind the property.  The back part of the property is zoned
multi family and to maximize the usage, parking would need to be added.  Boardmember Williams
commented that the town would benefit by adding signage, photo and a narrative description of the
building’s original purpose to relocated historic structures.



Board Action

A motion was made by Boardmember Thrailkill, second by Boardmember Poust, to approve DRB 07-07
and DRB 07-19 based on the following findings and conclusions 1 through 7 and recommendations 1
through 6 as presented:

Findings and Conclusions
1. The Town received an application to demolish the Libbey Accessory building on April 25,

2007;
2. The accessory structure is a contributing building and a Class II building in accordance with

CTC 15.16.030;
3. The Town Planner determined that as a contributing building, the proposal was subject to the

requirements of CTC 15.16 even though as an accessory structure the building was note
separately listed in Ordinance 614;

4. CTC 15.16 provides protection to historic properties commensurate with the degree of
significance;

5. Relocation to Parcel R13233-330-3880 at 710  North Main Street does not introduce a building
or site feature that is out of scale or an otherwise inappropriate design on the property;

6. The Town received an application to relocate the Libbey Accessory building on November 1,
2007 from Tom and Melane Tack and;

7. Relocation, especially within the limits of the Town of Coupeville, is a preferred alternative to
demolition.

Recommendations:
1. Existing conditions must be documented both photographically and in narrative form at both

sites;
2. The narrative must include a record of the character-defining features associated with the

structure and site.  Historical photos should be included.  Documentation to be presented to the
Town for preservation.

3. Relocation will require an approved building permit;
4. The relocated structure shall identified with a durable sign that includes a narrative description

of the building’s original purpose and photograph of the original location/address;
5. The Tacks must amend the existing perseveration agreement for approval of the chair of DRB;
6. The Tacks will need to submit a DRB application to the Design Review Board for use of the

relocated structure at 710  North Main Street (preservation by relocation), including any
modifications to the structure.

The motion passed 6 to 1
Chairperson Fonda opposed

SGN 07-22 – Country Store Signage – 1 South Main Street – New Canopy Signage –
-CANCELLED-

Mr. Kwarsick stated that The Country store had submitted an application for a sign and their vendor,
Valero, comes with their own logo.  The second part of the application is to change out the canopy to a
gable style which would match the architecture of the country store and place the Valero signage in the
eaves. Mr. Kwarsick stated he would work with the applicant to come up with a more suitable signage
plan.



DRB 07-18 - Warner – Repair of Deteriorated Siding and Windows at 202 NE 9th  Street -  The
historic Jacob Straub House/Warder house.

Mr. Kwarsick explained that the applicant proposes to replace three windows and the existing siding
which is deteriorated.  The home has suffered from changes and other modifications to the structure in
the past and this will provide the opportunity to replace things that will match the architectural
surroundings. Mr. Kwarsick referred to the site photographs attached to the staff report which shows the
windows to be replaced and Chairperson Fonda also provided a photograph of the house from the
museum files.

Audience Input – The owner of the property was out of state and unable to attend.

Board Action: A motion was made by Boardmember Poust, second by Boardmember Williams to
approve DRB 07-18 based on the following findings and conclusions 1 through 3 and recommendations
1 through 4 as presented:

Findings and Conclusions
1. Applicant submitted a complete application and review fee on October 25, 2007, in support of

a request to add/replace windows in the Jacob Straub House at 202 NE 9th Street
2. As a designated historic site, the Design Review Board has the authority to review the

proposed project for consistency with CTC 16.12.0802.
3. Using the suggestions as stated in the staff report, the quality and detail of the window

treatments would be consistent with the community design standards.

Recommendations
1. The removed upper slider should be replaced with a single hung window with sufficient

opening to satisfy the building code requirements for emergency egress. The existing upper
window on the north façade appears to have previously been a large single hung window.
When this window is replaced in the future, a single-hung window should also be used,
preferably as the same size as evidenced by the siding replacement/repair.

2. Two side by side single hung windows should be used to replace the larger window on the
north façade.

3. A smaller single hung window, similar in size to the kitchen window, should be used to replace
the opaque picture window at the entry door.

4. All replacement windows should be trimmed and painted consistent with the trim of the
remaining windows.

The motion passed unanimously.

Announcement

Mr. Kwarsick announced that Hank Florence and Mark Priess will be brought to the next Design
Review Board meeting to go over the Reserve Program and the Secretary of Interior Standards with
board members. The workshop will allow board members the opportunity to ask questions and seek
guidance.



Old Business

Mr. Kwarsick suggested to the board that they meet at the Dalton house in December to review the paint
trim.

Meeting adjourned at 9:37 a.m.

Submitted by:
Nanc Garner
Recording Secretary


